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IASP Pain in Elderly

* Most frequently reported symptom
— >50% of community-dwelling
— > 80% of nursing home residents

* 19% of older persons admitted to the hospital have
moderately or extremely severe pain

* Cancer is the second leading cause of death over 65
years old

Physiological and pharmacological

problems in the elderly
¢ Reduced homeostasic reserve

— decreased renal and hepatic function
— increased target organ sensitivity

* Lack of available data
— fewer clinical trials on elderly populations

* Non-compliance
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